March 20 Meeting
Speaker: Melodi Cottongim

First Christian Church
701 Franklin SE
Olympia WA
6:30 pm Socializing, art display
7:00 pm Business meeting
7:30 pm Speaker, demonstration
8:30 pm Socializing & discussion

OAL Officers

Janet Rhodes, President
Dick Thompson, Vice Pres.
Karen Crate, Secretary

Tony Lirette, Treasurer
Eleanor Falash, Dir. At Large
Rita Parten, Dir. At Large

Membership

Ruth Roberts (360) 705-9029
Membership@olympiaartleague.com

Newsletter editor

Jan Hansen (360) 352-2751
Jan_7000@msn.com

Publicity Manager

Susan Hartman
Susan309@comcast.net

Read this newsletter in color,
and learn more about the League
at www.olympiaartleague.com

Feed the Hungry

Please bring non-perishable food
items to donate to the Thurston
County Food Bank. Dick Thompson
will have a basket for your donations.
Dick says “Thank You!” for all of
your donations.

P.O. Box 404 - Olympia WA 98506

This Month’s Meeting Topic
Commissions: how to start an grow
your art business

It's not as hard as you might think to be hireghtoduce custom art
pieces for homes and offices. Melodi has 13 yehexperience
doing commissioned watercolor paintings and sheshkidre how to
get started and grow in this area of selling your a

Her presentation includes:
how to elicit interest and clients

steps to take when someone
expresses an interest

how to interview the client to
arrive at the subject and format

demonstration of ways to
illustrate your design proposal

how to set your pricing

the pleasures and potential
pitfalls of doing commissions

Melodi is a successful Northwest watercolor artist and instructor
known for her fluid style and vivid use of color. Melodi’s joyful
paintings hang in offices and homes from Alaska to New York.

Each summer she plants
herself in some of the best
gardens in the area to paint
the rich colors and forms.
Her paintings have been
featured on the poster for
the Olympia Garden
Rhapsody Tour and in
galleries throughout the
Northwest.
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February Meeting Re-cap

“How to Pack for Travel
Workshops”

Donna Trent, an established Artist
from Gig Harbor, presented our
February program with her
suggestions on how to pack for
travel. She has traveled and attende
many plein air painting outside the
United States. One thing you need t
do is read as much on the country
you about to travel to. The web site
www.travel.state.gov. has many
good tips and for medicine
informationwww.travmed.com
Labeling is very important, place
supplies in zip lock clear plastic bags
with “Artist supplies” written on
them. Never label items as oil paints
And of course never assume you cal
pick up art
supplies,
always bring
what a

teach
required you
to bring.
She also
presented
information
on money
exchanges, cell phones and carrying
your visa cards and travel insurance
www.mytripinsurance.com.

Packing clothes appropriate for the
climate of area. Clothes can be
packed around your Artist supplies
and become good packing cushions.

Donna brought several easels and
demonstrated how to put them
together for travel and packing.
Several she has used and some wer
very light, but also would blow over
if wind came up. Another good hint
was to pack a black umbrella.

We ended the evening with our
minds packed to travel.

d

O

So...last month, | was feeling kind of nervous

the day before the member show, because the

weather report showed snow. It changed the art

show, but not the way that | thought it might.

Because of the snow, people brought in their art

early. Usually, the first hour is rather slow. On

January 28, nearly all the art came in the first

hour. Some of the early arrivals stayed to helkhe artwork, as
we were short of people. It's great how our memkeep in to help
out!

| hope that you are busily painting to have artyet® enter in the
Art League’s juried show. All entries are due byrikp®"

Good painting!

Intern Opportunity

OAL's current Membership Chairperson, Ruth Roberiit be
leaving this important volunteer post in Januar@28he would

like to have an intern to help with membership\atés for the
remainder of 2008, and then to take over the mwsit January
2009. The job involves maintaining a list of act®AL members,
and providing information to the Board, Committessd the
membership as need arises. Ruth works closelythwTreasurer to
ensure the membership list is updated as membedsiep are paid.
She attends board meetings, prepares mailing lédretewsletters,
and prepares an annual membership roster forllision to
members. Anyone interested in taking on the joMembership
Chairperson should have experience with MS ExcelM8 Word,
and have a reliable computer and printer, with list&rnet service.

It also takes a person who enjoys detail and acguRuth has done
a beautiful job! The records she provides to the Neembership
Chairperson will be accurate and up to date. If gainterested in
taking on the job for 2009, please e-mail Ruth Risbat
ruth.roberts@comcast.ngbu can assist her as an intern for the
remainder of 2008, and you can count on her assistand support
next year if you need it.

Demonstration Opportunity

Show your art by demonstrating for South Sound@utild located
in Tumwater, Washington. They are a very small grotiartists
who meet on Saturday afternoons once a monthaaiah ¢hurch.
They are friendly and appreciative. | understaray theed
demonstrators for March, April, and May. They p&p $or a 30-60
minute art demonstration. It can be a talk abouwt ywt and how
you work or a hands-on project, you decide. If goel interested,
please call Henry "Hank" Kipp at 923-2107 (Oly).
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News From Artist Trust: artists working in all disciplines in order to estricommunity life
throughout Washington State. Find out morenatv.artisttrust.org

Artist Trust is excited to announce
that the updated and expanded

version of Artists' Assets is now Northwest Collage Society

available! Artists’ Assets is a Sequim Arts is having their annual juried art eihibeadline for
comprehensive professional resource  gnyries is March 23, 2008. Both 2d and 3d piecéishaiaccepted.
guide for artists that provides Juror is Eric Swangstu, Founder and Curator of AttéVine in
information on resources ranging Port Hadlock, WA. Visitvww.sequimarts.orfor more detailed info
from healthcare and emergency and to obtain an entry form.

services, to employment and business . o )
development and much more. It Show runs June 2-85at the Gig Harbor Civic Center. Juror is Judy
includes the most up-to-date Morris. MO info: Debbie Dorn,

information about of organizations, 523-514-5966.

agencies, guilds and service

providers that offer vital resources Mem_ber show at
for artists. Merrill Gardens

Our member show garnered 70
pieces of artwork ... the largest that
we have had in the past three years!
People have commented on the
overall high quality of the artwork.
There was so much art that we used
the entire hallway at Merrill
Gardens. Paul Ivy won the People’s
Choice award presented at the
reception.

Artist Trust members will
automatically receive a copy in the
mail. Non-members can pick up a
copy at our office for $5, or it can be
mailed for $5 plus postage; contact
us for your copy. It's also available
as a downloadable PDF on our
website
http://www.artisttrust.org/services/AA.

Artist Trust is a not-for-profit
organization whose sole mission is tQ
support and encourage individual

OAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Art lovers, and artists working in all medigicaneewto join the Olympia Art League. Complietttbapand dues should be
mailed to:

NAME PHONE DATE:
STREET CITY ZIP
E-MAIL: MEDIUM
VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES TO ASSIST THE LERIeaHe check all that interest you)

____Helpwith shows _ Publicity slettddew  Computer tasks  Serve ar Boamnthittees

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS:

[ ] $30 Annual dues that are paid Jan. 1 - Sept. 1.

[] Check here if you wish to link youistwiebsite to the OAL'’s website M8p®er Linksat www.olympiaartleague.com
No charge. Your website address:

[] $35 (Additional) Pays for your own page on Ogiteésalieth includes display of 5 images ofkyandveol50 word
biography. Sedémber’s Gallerndt www.olympiaartleague.c@pen enrollment is January-March. (Anmadlisesb
and permits a renewal of all 5 images of yolleasd)contact website liason, Carol WiB&ih489€-7383 or
cwilson894@comcastfoeadditional instructions.

Ruth Roberts, Membership chair. (360) 705-aiR3ta@campusassociates.com REV 12-07
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Other News and Opportunities....

Daniel Smith

Daniel Smith Artists’

Materials wants to provide our
members with an opportunity to
receive special offers presented
only to members of art
societies. Your membership
chairperson will again have a
sign-up sheet at the membership
table (during the February
meeting) for those of you who
would like to sign up for the
Daniel Smith special offers.

Need Digital Images?

OAL Members with Mac

We need somebody with a Mac
computer who could do some
work on the poster and postcard
for our annual juried show. It
will involve dropping some
photo images into designs
created by Paul Ivy. He will be
out of town April and May and
can't finish up this project.
Please contact Paul Ivy if you
can help. He's at Ivy Studios
lvyStudios@comcast.net

Olympia Art & Frame

This locally-owned art supply
and frame shop provides us
with a monthly gift certificate

for our door prize, provides
awards for our shows, and gives
members a 10% discount on
purchases. Located at 1822
Harrison, Olympia.

(360) 943-5332

Shop on-line at:
www.opasinc.com

Call Ruth Roberts 360-705-9029 (Oly areR)an ahead for the OAL Juried show. Images are dum by
April 1. Cost: $15 minimum (3 images), after that $5 pergengper session). First CD per session is free,
additional CDs $1/ea. For juried shows or websit#-size your images per show/website’s specs«jsi or
inches); and will crop and clarify your images peur specs.Note: Due to surgery, Ruth will not be

available March 19-26, 2008.[This is a private service offered by Ruth.]

Olympia Art League
PO Box 404
Olympia WA 98507



