Olympia Art League Newsletter
November 2017
BOARD MEMBERS

November Speaker….

President
Roxana Caples

Robyn Chance Tells Stories

Vice President
Cal Capener

In Portraiture

Secretary
Nicki Weber
Treasurer
Tony Lirette
MEETINGS—3rd Thursday of the
month
Next Meeting:
Thursday, November 16, 2017
Location:
Faith Lutheran Church
7075 Pacific Ave SE
Lacey, WA 98503
Time:
6:30 PM Socializing & Art Display
(stands available at the Dollar
Store—bring some)
7:00 Business Meeting and
Election
7:30 Speaker Demonstration

Robyn Chance is a teacher, an artist and an author/
illustrator. Though she has lived in the Northwest for
most of her life, she has traveled overseas, most recently
to China. For a number of years she traveled around the
United States working as an independent contractor for
non-profit arts organizations such as the American Ballet
Theater, the Saint Louis Symphony, and the San Francisco Museum Society. She received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Washington, her graduate
degree in education from the University of Puget Sound
and then attended Bastyr University at the graduate
level. She is a member of the Society of Children's Book
Writers and Illustrators, the author/illustrator of two children's picture books, and the
illustrator of a series of young adult fiction stories. Robyn is a fine artist who specializes in animal and people portraiture, though she enjoys creating a variety of “stories”
through painting. She is currently offering small group classes in painting with open
acrylics.
Of her work, Robyn says, “I want my paintings to offer an emotional connection, a connection that ideally allows a story to emerge. I
love standing back and listening to people
share what one of my paintings reminds them
of, or what it means to them. Sometimes it will
be a painting that reminds them of a place
they have been, or want to go, or a person
they know. Other times, they just have a story
about what they are seeing; in this case, I
become the illustrator and they become the
author or storyteller. I love that relationship.” Robyn's current mediums are open
acrylic, watercolor, gouache and pen and ink.
In her presentation at the November meeting, Robyn will discuss the medium, open
acrylics, and share some of her techniques. For more information about Robyn and
her art work, please visit her website at: www.chanceart.com
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Me and My Shadow
I have always been taught that cast shadows should
never be painted with blacks or grays, so what color
should we use?
About a year ago my husband purchased some "Hue"
light bulbs to create mood lighting in our kitchen. With his
iPhone he can not only turn them on and select their intensity, but also instruct them to emit a full range of colors.
Now with our new lighting system I can entertain myself
by placing a white mug on our white counter and observing the change in shadow color as the color of the light
source is changed. Here was proof that any shadow
needs to include the complimentary color of the light
source. I can see the blue in the cast shadow in orange
light, the orange cast shadow in the blue light, the green
cast shadow in the red light and the red-violet cast
shadow in the yellow-green light.
The color of a cast shadow will always contain the complement of the color of the light source, as well as the
complement of the color the shadow falls upon. Mixing
complimentary colors reduces the intensity of a color.
Cast shadows are darker less intense versions of the
color they fall upon mixed with the compliment of the
light source.
In addition, cast shadows distinguish themselves from
other darks by always being darkest and most sharply
focused near their source and become lighter with softer
edges as they move away from the source.
Be sure to add shadows to your paintings to increase
interest and improve depth. And have fun putting color
into your shadows.
The Impressionist Renoir is quoted as saying “No
shadow is black. It always has a color. Nature knows
only colors … white and black are not colors.”
Roxana

OAL’S TOM ALLEN SHARED
HIS ENTHUSIASM
Tom Allen was our speaker at the October meeting. He
used several of his paintings to illustrate many techniques
to produce a successful painting. For his demo of a watercolor abstract, Tom showed how to achieve balance in a
painting by having a variety of shapes, size of shapes and
values in color. Working light to dark, he applied the first
color, turned the paper 90 degrees, and then applied the
next color. This is continued until the painting is complete.
Tom paints to produce happy, vivid and often humorous
paintings. He has discovered that QOR watercolor paints,
made by Golden, give him the deep rich color he enjoys.
Under Tom's picture in his high school yearbook is written,
"Just you wait, an artist he will surely be." Along with his
many art awards, publications and gallery shows, he supports worthy causes with sales of his art. All this proves
the truth of that early prediction. His goal for retirement is
to "enjoy painting immensely." I can't imagine it any other
way.
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Opportunities to paint, play & learn together…
OAL EVENING PAINT-INS
Meet Thursday evenings
6:30—8:30 PM
Diana Fairbanks Studio
1230 E 8th Ave. Olympia
For more information contact Karen Bush at 360-4558176 or via email kbush35@comcast.net

THINK TANK TUESDAY meets the second
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting
is on Tuesday, November 14h at 2:00 PM
at Haggen’s on Olympia’s west side off the
intersection of Black Lake and Cooper Point.
Roxana will be there to greet and visit.
Members are encouraged to socialize, talk art, and think up terrific ideas to make OAL a more amazing art club.

Watercolor
Critique Group

Morning Paint-Ins

Join this helpful, supportive and often inspiring group. Bring
a work for gentle, constructive feedback.

Time: Thursdays 9 AM – Noon
Time: The second Friday of each month. This month’s meeting
is November 10th from 1:00 to 2:30 PM.

Location: Thunderbird Village Community Club House, 716 Dennis St SE
in Tumwater

New Location: – Lacey Fire Station #33, 6500 Mullen Road SE
(Entrance is side door to right of front door.)

Join other artists at work.
For more information: call or e-mail Karen Crate
wkcrate@comcast.net (360) 943-1827

Contact: Call or e-mail Jo Anne Sanford, 360-878-8225
san3jo@comcast.net.

Abstract
Critique
Group
Time: The third Wednesday of each month. The next two
meetings are November 15th and December 20th both from
1 PM to 3:30 PM
Location: Lacey Timberland Regional Library at 500 College
St. SE off Abby Way.
We do a gentle critique of each other’s work and share
information about classes, books, artists or teachers that have
inspired us. All experience levels and mediums welcome.
Contact: To RSVP, for directions, information contact Lindsey
Ford at lindsey4d@comcast.net or (360) 789-7860.

Pastel Critique Group
Time: Meets first Tuesday of the month. This month’s meeting
is Tuesday, November 7th from 12—2 PM
Location: Lacey Timberland Regional Library at 500 College
St. SE off Abby Way.
Contact: Debra Hanson & Anna Hess are co-facilitating.
Contact Debra at 360-259-5713 or via e-mail at
debh.dh76@gmail.com

“Creativity is allowing yourself to make
mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to
keep.”
Scott Adams
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Check out the shows and support…

OAL SPONSORED ART VENUES
Bonsai Wok Teriyaki offers the entire restaurant for display of OAL member art. The
restaurant is located in Tumwater at 408
Cleveland Ave. SE.
New art went up October 7th. Please thank
our generous sponsor by taking your family to eat at Bonsai
Wok Teriyaki and check out the new show.
Contact Anne-Marie Brown if you want to participate: (360)
867-3270 or via e-mail at anniebrownie123@yahoo.com
The new show went up in October at
Cooper Point Public House and features scenes from Olympia, Tumwater
and Lacey.
Check out the show, enjoy a meal and
thank our patron while you’re at it. The
restaurant is located at 3002 Harrison Ave. on the Westside.
If you would like to be featured in the next show, contact Rick
Drescher at Phone 360-786-1958 or via E-mail: rickdartist@gmail.com

ACRYLIC
SUPPORT
GROUP
Date Change: Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the meeting will
be the third Friday this month—November 17th from 1—3 PM
Location Change: This month the meeting will be at the Olympia Timberland Library at 313 8th Ave. SE, Olympia
Program: Bring a painting to share with the group
Anyone wishing to attend who isn’t already on our list should
contact Karla Fowler at nwnxart@comcast.net for the latest
schedule and location information. Anyone interested in acrylics
is welcome!

GETTING ACQUAINTED
IS BACK…
Introducing our new columnist Lindsey Ford

The Women’s Health Center at TRA
Medical Imaging of Olympia on Lilly
Road offers space for display of OAL
member art. This lovely venue works
well for large pieces and sculpture.
New art went up last month.
To see about including your art contact
Jan Hansen at 360-352-2751 or at
justjansue@gmail.com. TRA is located at 500 Lilly Road NE,
Suite 160 (opposite St Peter Hospital).
Capitol Chiropractor (located across from
Ralph’s Thriftway) offers its reception area
for display of OAL member art. The staff
and patients always look forward to the new
art. If you’d like to be included in the next
show contact Lone Moody at
llmoody@comcast.net or 360-357-5249.

JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please send your articles, photos, announcements & ideas
for the January newsletter to:
Linda Selsor at lselsor@msn.com
Due Date: December 23, 2017

Lindsey joined AOL last year after her
friend, Dotti Wilke, introduced her to the
Abstract Group. That got her hooked-“The Abstract Group is such a welcoming
and supportive bunch!” Since joining,
Lindsey has dived into OAL activities. She
keeps the Abstract Group up to date, manages the Members Only Show with
Heather Simons and is now the new Getting Acquainted
columnist.
She started studying art 8 years ago
when she met Susan Glendenning at
Arts Walk. Since then, she’s been a
regular member in her weekly pastel
art group. Under Susan’s mentorship,
she is finding her place with pastels. “I
am drawn to paint landscapes, animals, and abstracts. I love the beauty
of skies and water, streams and rocks,
forests and the way light plays into
them all.”
Getting Acquainted was initiated to help OAL members get to
know one another. If you’re new to OAL, please email Lindsey
at (lindsey4d@comcast.net) so we can get to know you.
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Kudos and shows...

Workshops and classes...

OAL members Alice Liou and Deborah Henderson will participate in
the 2017 Olympia Fine Arts and
Crafts Show taking place December
2nd and 3rd (10:30 am - 5:00 pm) at
the DoubleTree By Hilton Hotel (415
Capitol Way North). About ten other
photographers, fiber artists, jewelry
makers and ceramic artists will be showing their work in
this show. There will be light refreshments.
Cynthia Walker’s “Chena River Landing” has been accepted into Waterworks 2017, the Northwest Watercolor
Society’s annual member show juried
by illustrator and watercolor artist Iain
Stewart. The exhibit is from October
24- November 22, 2017 at Tsuga Fine
Art and Framing in Bothell, WA.
Teresa M. Staal-Cowley’s painting
"Create!" is in the show entitled
“Who Is God V?—Earth, Wind, Fire,
Water" at Museum Contempo located at 68 Lynch Road SE in Shelton. The artists’ reception and programs are November 4th from 5 to
8 PM and November 5th, 2017 from 10 AM to 1 PM. Viewing times are 2 PM to 6 PM, Wednesday through Sunday.

CAL CAPENER OIL
PAINTING CLASSES
Newcomers, beginners
and advanced students

Time: Saturday, November 18th, 9 AM – 3:30 PM (half hour
break for lunch)
Cost: $60 with your own materials --$65 if you use Cal’s
Focus: Portraiture and Flowers.
Location: Class is held at the Diane Fairbank’s Studio,
1230 8th Ave., S.E. Olympia.
Contact: Call Cal Capener at 360-491-0704 to register or
contact him by email at: cccnac@msn.com

OLYMPIA WATERCOLOR CLASSES WITH
ANN BRECKON
November 6th: Learn about and practice the beautiful, moody snowy night
scenes of Ray Hendershot as taught in
his book Texture Techniques for Winning Watercolors.

Teresa also has a painting, "Goldfinch Mates", in Grays
Harbor Community Hospital’s Healing Gallery. The exhibit
is up for 6 months and is available for viewing everyday,
all day and evening.
Rick Drescher will be a
vendor at the Tumwater
Holiday Bazaar featuring
his watercolor originals,
giclee prints and giclee
cards.

December 4th: Canon Beach and Haystack Rock, done with an interesting
emphasis on the color red-violet. Learn
waves and reflections.
Time: 12—3 PM both dates
Location: First Christian Church 701 Franklin St. SE, Olympia
WA 98501
Cost: $35 per session
Please contact Ann at annbreckon@gmail.com to be included
on Ann's Olympia e-mail list.

"Art,

undeniably, is conducive to
happiness."
Unknown
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Chances to strut your stuff...

The Artist¹s Gallery in the upper level of Capital Mall is
looking for new members. They are looking for professional work that will be juried in by the whole gallery. 3D
and 2D works are welcome. They would be delighted to
get some sculpture in the gallery.
The gallery charges $40 per month ($120 for three
months) and 20% of all sales goes to the gallery. Six
months stay for the artist is also required. They look forward to seeing new work. Members are required to work
two shifts per month of 4 1/2 hours each.
You can fill out an application during gallery hours
Wednesday-Saturday 10-7, Sunday 12-5 PM. Ruth
Bravetti will set up an appointment for you at the gallery’s
monthly meeting on the first Tuesday of each month.
Stop by and check out the gallery. The gallery address is
505 4th Ave W Suite 105 between the Massage and Italia
stores on the upper level of the mall. The phone number
is (360)357-6920.

OAL ONLINE GALLERY
Power Critique
with Mitchell Albala
When: Sunday December 3, 1:00 4:30 PM
Cost: $65
Where: Diana Fairbanks’ Studio
1230 E. 8th, Olympia
Mitchell Albala, instructor and best-selling author of Landscape Painting: Essentials and Techniques for Plein Air and Studio Practice will
host an informative and inspiring “Power Critique” exclusively for
Olympia artists. The critique is a great way to get a fresh perspective on your work (or works in progress). Group size is limited to 12 so
there will be plenty of time to review each person's work. Works
brought in by participants will serve as a launching point for a lively
exploration of topics such as composition, preparatory studies, color
strategies, subject, and technique.

Registration: http://blog.mitchalbala.com/critique/

To share your work online, send Rick Drescher
three of your favorite works and an artist statement of no more than 150 words. Include your
website or Facebook page in the artist statement.
Send to Rick Drescher at rickdartist@gmail.com

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ON
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Annual member renewals are due by January 31, 2018. Annual membership dues are $30 but if you renew before the end of the year, it’s
only $25. Please bring your check to the next OAL meeting or mail it
to: Olympia Art League, PO Box 404, Olympia, WA 98507.
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Exhibits and events...

An exhibit of paintings by Robert Chamberlain illustrating
marine activity of Washington's ports, yesterday and today
takes the viewer from the Columbia, up the coast, through
the Straits, and down Puget Sound to Olympia. Awardwinning watercolorist Robert Chamberlain created
"Sylvester's Window," on display at the Olympia Timberland Library, and "Timber!," a 75-piece collection exhibited
at the Washington State Historical Museum in Tacoma.
Featured artist Robert Chamberlain, now 87, has lived in
the Puget Sound nearly all his life and has been painting
professionally in Olympia since 1960. His works have been
exhibited in shows across the country, and depict the landscapes and lifestyles of the Pacific Northwest.
This program will occur after regular library hours and no
other library services will be available. This program is
sponsored by the Friends of the Olympia Timberland Library.

When—November 4 – December 9, Open Thursday – Saturday, 10 AM to 4 PM (closed Thanksgiving) Special times for
groups available by appointment.

This exhibition features the work of
Indigenous artists from the continental U.S., Hawaii, Alaska, Samoa and New Zealand. The artists
participated in an international
gathering, or hui, as it is called in
New Zealand and Hawaii here in
Olympia.

Where—The Schmidt House, 330 Schmidt Place SW, Tumwater
Cost—Free (although donations are welcome)

Evergreen Gallery, Library Building 2204
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October’s art display and critique..

Board/Committee
Members
President: Roxana Caples
Vice President: Cal Capener
Secretary: Nicki Weber
Treasurer: Tony Linette
Directors at Large: Rita Parten, Cora
Eklund
Newsletter: Linda Selsor
Proof Readers: Karen Crate, Cynthia
Walker
E-mails: Roxana Caples
Greeters: Nicki Weber, Jane King
Name Tags: April Works
Membership Data: Jo Anne Sanford,
Lone Moody
Publicity: Trisha Gooch
Phone Reminders: Jean Van Doren
Programs: Roxana Caples
Refreshments: Kay Tolles, Teresa
Cowley
Meeting Set Up: Mike Scheurich,
John Luxton
Website Gallery Coordinator: Rick
Drescher
Website: Christi McGinley (nonmember)
Members Only Art Show: Heather
Simons, Lindsey Ford, Dotti Wilke
Community Outreach: Teresa
Crowley, Jean Van Doren
OAL Juried Show: Roxana Caples,
Trisha Gooch
Art Tours: Jean Van Doren
Fair Art Show: Diana Fairbanks
Local OAL Art Show Venues:
Bonsai: Anne-Marie Brown
Capitol Chiropractic: Lone Moody
Cooper Point Public House: Rick
Drescher
TRA Medical Imaging: Jan
Hansen
Paint Out: Jane King, Jo Anne
Sanford
Paint In Day: Karen Crate
Paint In Night: Karen Bush
Recruiter: Roxana Caples

Dorothy Paulson checks out the calligraphy

Annie Marie Brown shares her perspective

Jo Anne Sanford
enjoys a watercolor

ELECTION OF OFFICERS THIS MONTH
Plan on attending the November meeting so we have a quorum and can elect new officers and board members. The following members have volunteered and are willing to serve on
the Olympia Art League Board. The nominees are:
If there are any other members who
would like to run you may contact the
nomination committee:
Karen Bush (360) 455-8176,
John Luxton (360) 878-9921, or
JoAnne Sanford (360) 878-8225.

President: Nicki Weber
Vice President: Rick Drescher
Secretary: Anne-Marie Brown
Treasurer: Tony Lirette
Member At Large: Rita Parten
Member At Large: Cora Eklund
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